
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “A Summer at the Movies” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been 
designed to encourage us to examine God’s Truth as revealed in the Bible and as experienced on the Big 
Screen. Today’s sermon, “True You,” is the sixth in the series and has been inspired by the 2000 comedy “Meet 
the Parents”.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
      5:00 p.m.  Youth Volleyball - Sonic on
                          Judge Ely
Monday:
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts

Friday:
      7:00 p.m.  Garden Work & Play and
                         Movie Night at the Garden

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 
A Summer at 
the Movies
continues 

next Sunday 
with...

Connections: Children’s Art Show!
       The day you have all been waiting for is finally here. The beautiful artwork designed by the wonderful 
kids of Aldersgate is up on the walls of the main hallway! Alayna Brooks and Amber Redman, director and 
assistant director of the children’s ministry, designed a wonderful evening of creative, artistic reflection. 
Each child created a self-portrait that highlights all of the special ways God has made them unique. Not 
only did they create beautiful works of art, but each child wrote an artist statement describing what they 

created and what they learned about God during the 
process. I guarantee that these artist statements will 
not only make you laugh, but they will also cause you 
to stop and think. I hope you take some time to walk 
through the hallway and enjoy the children’s artwork. 
These kids spent a lot of time working on these self-
portraits and they are filled with so many little details, 
so take your time. You might learn something new about 
what makes each of these kids so unique. Also, be sure 
to let the kids know how much you enjoy their work! 
They have worked so hard and they will appreciate your 
encouragement and praise. — Jessica Watson



Youth: Camp Eagle, A Life Changing Experience

Children: Come Join Us at the Garden!                                                                                                                                        
      Even though the Summer is half over, there are still some fun activities coming up in which the children 
can participate. This Friday night, July 15th, the children and youth will be hosting the Work & Play night 

at the Open Gate Community garden. We are so 
excited about it! It will be a fun-filled night that 
will kick off at 7:00 pm. We will get our hands dirty 
in the garden, helping to weed or pick veggies, 
then we will enjoy snow cones and old fashioned 
relay games. Then, as the sun is setting, we will 
watch one of my all-time favorite movies, Nacho 
Libre, on a big outdoor screen. Bring your lawn 
chairs, blankets and bug spray, and we’ll provide 
the popcorn, drinks and nachos. It’s going to be 
a great night so we hope many people from both 
our church and neighborhood will be there to 
share the fun! — Alayna Brooks

   Last weekend 14 youth and four adults from 
Aldersgate attended Camp Eagle and had an 
incredible time of worship and fellowship. 
Camp can truly be a life changing experience 
in a student’s life. I know many of our students 
grew in their faith and had tons of fun in the 
process. The theme for this year was “Home,” 
and no matter what our home may look like here 
on Earth, God has a home for us in Heaven and 
in His heart through our faith in Jesus. During 
our time at camp, the students were put into 
the shoes of the Babylonians from the time of 
Jeremiah’s prophetic word to their exile for more 
than 70 years. It was an extraordinary journey that will stick with our students forever.
News to Note:
    Today, Sunday, July 10, is the last day to sign up for the UM ARMY Youth Mission Trip. The link to sign up 
is: https://www.umarmy.net/Registration/Indv/1909/. Cost is $100. Cash or check may be given to Daniel 
or to the church office.
    If you would like to get our Youth Text updates, text “ Gracepeace youth” to the number 313131. This is a 
great way to keep up with our youth program activities.
     Tonight the youth will be meeting at the Sonic on Judge Ely (second time’s a charm?) from 5-7 p.m. If 
you would like to eat or get a drink be sure to bring money! There will be no youth next week as many of 
our youth will be on Mission Trip. — Daniel Mathis



A SUMMER AT THE MOVIES: True You from Meet the Parents
Colossians 2:16-3:4

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The “squirm” of pretense

“Do not let anyone JUDGE you”

The “pain” of the False Self

Our True Self:  Our lives hidden with Christ in God

Healthy Relationships and the Glory of God

The JACK in us all

                       Life is not a matter of creating a special name for ourselves, but of uncovering
                                                 the name we have always had. – Richard Rohr



Academy: Planning Meet-the-Teacher

College: Student Spotlight 

    Every year, dozens of families entrust their children into the 
care of our Aldersgate Academy teachers and staff. As they do 
so, we do everything we can to assure them that their children 
are receiving the highest quality of care and Christian teaching 
here. One of the ways we do that is by offering a Meet-the-
Teacher event at the church before school starts. This year, that 
event will take place on Tuesday, August 16, from 5-6:30 p.m. 
Last year was my first chance to be a part of this annual event, 
and I was so impressed with the effort put into this event by the 
Academy team, led by Carol Rogers, and by how many positive 

remarks I heard from Academy parents about the event. That’s why I’m excited to plan this year’s event...
with your help! I have scheduled two meetings to cover the details of the event: one on Tuesday, July 19 at 
6:45 p.m. and one on Wednesday, July 20 at 10 a.m. If you are interested in serving with the Academy Meet-
the-Teacher event, you are invited to attend one of these planning meetings, whichever one best fits your 
schedule. Please prayerfully respond with your interest to serve using the included insert. Many of these 
parents will be bringing their children to Aldersgate to leave them in the care of someone other than family 
for the first time, and it means so much to them to feel like their children are being cared for in a loving 
environment! Many blessings to you.  — Shannon Zachary, Academy Ministry Team Member

    This week I would like to share with you the summer stories of two students, Dennis Land and Chris 
Kiser. Dennis Land plans on graduating from McMurry in December 2016 with an interdisciplinary studies 
degree, focusing on servant leadership and Christian ministry, and has served as our college ministry intern 
for the past two years. Chris will enter his second year at McMurry as he continues to study religion. This 
summer, both of these students are serving with Project Transformation Rio (based in the San Antonio 
area,) which is a ministry affiliated with the United Methodist Church and provides day camps for under-
privileged children and leadership development for college students. 
   Chris serves as an intern in Boerne with a team that specifically works to improve the literacy of the 
children attending the day camps. His group works with children in grades 1-6 and also provides physical 
education and creative arts programs. Dennis serves in San 
Antonio as a House Pastor, where he has the responsibility 
of overseeing the student interns by facilitating community 
living. He has set up a growth group for the interns to engage 
and grow in their faith, and assists in planning the weekly 
Project Transformation worship services which are held 
specifically for the interns and staff. 
    Would you join me in praying for these two young men as 
they continue to learn and grow in their faith and ministry 
this summer? — Kyle Watson  



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.
Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston
Judy English
Charles Myrick

Presence                             7.3.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $17,367.84
Received This Month-to-Date = $17,367.84
Received Year-to-Date = $391,584.08
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $25,709.04

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart
Billy & Jennifer Butler
Mary Meadows

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Administration and Finance: 

      Mary Chavez Lust

Reception: Susan Acosta

Academy: Carol Rogers

Custodial Services: 

      Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 171 
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 127

Total Worship Service Attendance = 298
Sunday School = 165



In the World
                           

by Pastor Amy

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

July 10: 
July 11:
July 12:

July 13:
July 14:
July 15:
July 16

  Daily Readings
Ezekiel 22-24, Psalm 37
Ezekiel 25-27, Psalm 38
Ezekiel 28-30, Psalm 39
Ezekiel 31-33, Psalm 40
Video: Ezekiel 33-38
Ezekiel 34-36, Psalm 41
Ezekiel 37-39, Psalm 42
Ezekiel 40-44, Psalm 43 

 
 Several people in this congregation have 
committed to keeping the Open Door 
Community Garden (South 19th and Amarillo) 
looking beautiful and producing great produce 

all summer long. These are behind-the-scenes kinds of people, so I 
won’t embarrass them by listing their names here, but: Thank you! 
Thank you! Thank you!
         These friends work so hard to present this garden to the neighborhood 
as a gift with no strings attached, and you and I have the opportunity to 
help them during the Work & Play events this summer. 
     These events have been designed to enable us to work side-by-side 
and enjoy each other’s company in creative ways. The next Work & Play 
day in the garden has been scheduled for Friday, July 15, at 7 p.m. and 
will be sponsored by the Children’s and Youth ministries.
       The whole family is in for a real treat as we gather to work and to play 
old fashioned relay games, eat FREE snow cones from Kona Ice and 
watch an outdoor movie! The featured presentation will be the 2006 
comedy Nacho Libre, and snacks will include popcorn, and of course, 
nachos!
    Please feel free to invite your friends to this FREE family-friendly 
event, and remember to bring picnic blankets or chairs, sunscreen and 
bug spray! 
     Our final Work & Play day will take place on Friday, August 19, at 6 
p.m. and will include a free meal and the musical stylings of our very 
own Timothy Palmer. Tim and his friends have offered free concerts in 
the garden in the past, and they put on a great show! 
   Again, invite your friends to this FREE family-friendly event, and 
remember to bring picnic blankets or chairs, sunscreen and bug spray! 
For easy access, you will find a list of the remaining Work & Play days 
of the summer below:

Fri., July 15, @ 7 p.m. = Kona Ice + Relay Games + Outdoor Movie 
{Sponsored by the Youth & Children’s Ministries} 
Fri., August 19 , @ 6 p.m. = Timothy Palmer Concert + Picnic

     Feel free to put this on your refrigerator or memo board, or simply 
mark your calendars. 
       And don’t forget that the garden is now home to a Little Free Library 
that is full of children’s books and young adult fiction. Come, take a 
book, leave a book, and pick some delicious produce while you are at it!
I hope to see you in the garden soon. Grace and peace!


